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CARACASTNov. 30— Ven- 
ezuela, one of the few prac- 
ticing democracies to sur- 
vive in South America, will 
elect a President Sunday. 
The campaign was relatively 
peaceful and, by U,S. stand- 
ards, marked by an astonish- 
ing amount of enthusiasm. 

Such are the fortunes of 
popular government on the 
continent that this Carib- 
bean country has become a 
model — though its history .of 
uninterrupted civil rule goes 
back only ten years and 
guerrilla warfare has pers- 
isted here throughout that 
period. 

Only Chile and Uruguay 
have longer democratic tra- 
ditions, though all hemi- 
spheric gatherings consist- 
ently acclaim their dedica- 
tion to democracy. The 
three countries together rep- 
resent about a tenth of the 
area’s population. 

4 Leading- Candidates 

More than a year of this 
tense campaign ballyhoo 
ended here last night With 
horn-honking hedlam as sup- 
porters of the four principal 
candidates massed in plazas 
around the capitol. 

So evenly matched are the 
four that objective observ- 
ers are making no predic- 
tion. Close to 4 million Ven- 
ezuelans out of a population 
of 9.4 million will go to the 
polls. All persons over 18 
can vote and those between 
21 and 65 are required to. 
They also will choose from 
among a bewildering variety 
of congressional slates. 

The principal issue is 
whether the liberal, mildly 
socialist ruling party will 
continue in power. This 
takes on international sig- 
nificance because a princi- 
pal challenger represents 
the Christian Socialist ideol- 
ogy that Latin Americans 
see as the wave of the fu- 
ture for the nominally Cath- 
olic continent. 

Top Contenders 

These are the main candi- 



dates to replace President 
Raul Leoni, who cannot suc- 
ceed himself: 

• Gonzalo Barrios, 65, of 
the ruling Democratic Ac- 
tion Party. He was nomi- 
nated with the support of 
Rumulo Betancourt, father 
of the Party and the first 
freely elected President to 
complete a term (1958-‘63). 
Barrios is a former Cabinet 
Minister and a colorless can- 
didate in a contest that 
strongly stresses personal- 
ity. His prospects are de- 
pendent on the performance 
of the entrenched ©arty ma- 
chinery. 

• Rafael- Caldera, 52, of 
the Christian Socialist Copei 
Party. It takes the name 
from initials of a title long 
since discarded. Copei is 

Catholic-formed but inde- 
pendent of the Church. It 
serves as the loyal opposi- 
tion to both Betancourt and 
Leoni, and its political pro- 
gram is not much different 
from th.eirs._j, However, the 
youth of the' Party is much 
more militantly leftist. Cop- 
ei’s present leadership incor- 
porates much of the ideol- 
ogy associated with the re- 
formist Christian Demo- 
cratic government of Chi- 
lean President Eduardo 
Erei. But his example has 
been down-played here. Ap- 
parently Frei, withhis polit- 
ical .and financial problems, 
was not seen as a useful ex- 
ample. 

• M. A. Burelli Rivas, 46, 
represents a coalition of 
leftist and rightist parties 
that most observers feel is 
too diverse to -last 'beyond 
the election. He is a former 
ambassador to London, a 
lawyer who appears to have 
attracted business interests 
not allied with the Demo- 
cratic Action Party. 

• Luis Beltran Prieto, 66, 
initially a prime candidate 
for nomination 'by Betan- 
court’s Democratic Action 
Party, broke away to form 
'has own movement when the 
less popular Barrios was se- 
lected. Prieto is an educator 



whose principal strength is 
believed to be among the 
working class. For the for- 
eign observer, Prieto offers 
perhaps the most interesting - 
candidacy. He is a Negro, j 
and 'his background is. 'hum- 
ble. 

Little Discrimination 

The fact that -a Negro has 
a good chance of becoming 
President of this multi-co- 
lored country is indicative 
of the small role played 
here by racial bias. Color is 
seldom used for discrimina- 
tion. Several persons, tasked 
to describe Prieto in one 
word, promptly offered not 
“Negro” but “ugly.” He is 
ugly, with a heavily seamed 
face framed by enormous 
ears. 

He is also known for 
frank talk instead of diplo- 
matic obfuscation. He is a 
former grade school teacher 
who was instrumental in or- 
ganizing the teachers na- 
tionally. 

Education is much sought 
after "and respected and this 
affiliation probably contrib- 
utes to Prieto’s following 
.among the masses. 

He was considered to he 
the lef.twing of Betancourt’s 
Party,, One faction of the 
splintered Communist Party 
has thrown its support to 
Prieto and some conserva- 
tive groups have labeled his 
movement pro-Communist. 

These maneuvers, along 
with an effort to label Cald- 
era’s Copei Party as fascist, 
have been unsupported by 
credible evidence. 

The communist Party’s 
split to the point of disente- 




gration -came as a result of 
international Party tension 
plus the decision to repu- 
diate the guerrilla move- 
ments. This probably was 
done simply because the 
guerrillas were ineffective. 

Although urban terrorists 
and the more important 
rural guerrillas have never 
been eliminated here, they 
have been increasingly iso- 
lated. In the campaign only 
isolated incidents have oc- 
curred, few traceable to the 
rebels. 

In a sense, the guerrillas 
are victims of a trend that is 
general in South America 
■but accelerated here — the 
movement to the cities. The 
peasantry that the guerrillas 
hope to lead in revolution 
has shrunk to less than 30 
per -cent of the population. 

Guerrilla Cause Lost 

A university researcher 
sympathetic to the guerril- 
las recently conceded that 
the movement has lost its 
constituency. “The guerilla 
bands have become more of 
a symbol for revolutionaries 
than a hope for the futre,” 
he said. “Any revolution 
here will have to come frm 
above.” 

One reason for this is that 
at least a third of the re- 
maining 300,000 peasant 
families have benefited 
from the government’s 
agrarian reform. 



The program has been ex- 
pensive land has lost the mo- 
mentum of its early years. 
But now, unlike most South 
American countries, Vene- 
zuela is nearly self-sufficient .. 
in food production. 

Agrarian reform was not a 
major issue in • the cam- 
paign. Neither was oil pol- 
icy. No candidate challenged 
the government’s manage- 
ment -of this resource which, 
through profit-sharing with 
foreign extractors, finances 
Venezuela’s rapid economic 
growth. 

Party Colors 

Almost as important as 
such issues, it seemed, was . 
the candidates’ ability to 
turn out miniskirte-d and 
sporting the party colors, 
sporting .and party colors. 

People vote by party 
-color. When the country 
emerged after World War II 
from its history of dictators, 
perhaps -only 20 per cent of 
the population was literate. 
The colored cards, useful 
then, are now a tradition. 
Today less than 20 percent 
of the people are illiterate. 

The last dictator, Marcos 
Perez Jimenez, ruled during 
the 1950s and is now run- 
ning for the Senate from 
exile. He is given some 
chance -of winning. His party 
color is red; the Commu- 
nists have to make do with 
pink and blue. 



